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Dear parents, 

 

Welcome back to a new term in Year Three and a very Happy New Year to you all.  Before I begin I would like to 

say a big thank you for the lovely gifts and cards sent into school at the end of last term.  It is always good to hear that 

our hard work is appreciated.  Thank you!! 

 Topics for this term will be ‘The Romans’ and ‘The Anglo Saxons’ and our first educational visit of the year will 

link to this topic work.  A separate letter providing relevant details will be sent in due course so please keep your eyes 

peeled!  Science continues to be taught discretely and this term we will continue to explore ‘Magnets and Springs’ and 

‘Health and Nutrition’ after the half term holiday.  In computing we look at Images, Video and Animation and develop our 

‘Digital Research’ skills linked to our topic work after the holidays.  Mrs Joel continues to cover my PPA time on a Monday 

afternoon and will be exploring the Easter story in more depth in R.E.  She will be teaching the children about rhythm and 

the pentatonic scale in music.  P.E. continues to play a fundamental role in the Y3 curriculum and this term we will be 

learning to dance with Coach Sam.  We will also continue to develop our ball skills, learn to make better use of space and 

start to think more carefully about the use of tactics in small sided games.  Lessons take place every Tuesday, Thursday 

and Friday so please ensure your child has a full named indoor and outdoor kit in school at all times. 

Literacy and maths continue to play a crucial role in your child’s education and these are taught daily.  Homework 

linked to these subjects continues to be sent every Friday and needs to be completed and returned by the following 

Thursday ready for marking please.  Homework consists of a list of spellings to learn ready for Friday’s spelling test and a 

maths activity linked directly with what we are learning in class.  Daily reading has always been a key part of your child’s 

home learning and I would like to remind you all of the importance of this crucial life skill as some of the children appear 

not to be doing this as regularly as I would hope.  For all those parents who are vigilant about homework and reading at 

home, thank you!   

As I am sure many of you are aware, the curriculum changed in September 2014 and a lot more is now expected 

of the children.  I would like to take this opportunity to clarify exactly what is expected of a ‘typical’ year three child.   

By the end of the year, children are expected to write in a legible cursive style.  They should use capital letters 

and full stops consistently and also make use of commas, exclamation, question, speech marks and apostrophes.  Children 

should use technical and descriptive vocabulary imaginatively and use a range of sentence structures in their everyday 

writing.  They should spell the majority of words accurately including those with prefixes (eg, re-, pre-, ex- words) and 

suffixes (eg, -er, -est, -est  words).  They should group their ideas into paragraphs and present their work to reflect the 

style of writing. 

When reading children can identify the main ideas of a text or paragraph.  They can summarise their thinking 

and use reference to the text to justify their opinions.  They recognise how different texts are organised and can infer 

characters’ feelings, thoughts or motives.  They discuss the author’s use of language and can explain the impact of 

particular words and phrases. 

In maths, children read, write and work with the numbers to 1000, including numbers with one decimal place.  

They should recognise the value of each digit and be able to partition numbers in different ways.  They can count on and 

back in steps of constant size including 1’s, 10’s and 100’s and 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s, 8’s and 50’s from any starting number.  

Children can double and halve all numbers to 100.  They recognise the fractions ½, 1/3, ¼, 1/5 and 1/10 and can find these 

fractions of shapes and numbers.  They know by heart addition and subtraction facts for all numbers to 20 and can also 

add and subtract numbers with 1, 2 and 3 digits using the most appropriate method, including columns.  Children 

understand multiplication and should know the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables by heart.  They must relate these facts to 

their corresponding division facts.  Children must also be able to apply their mathematical understanding when solving a 

range of problems and puzzles. 

If you would like to discuss these expectations or have any other queries or concerns, please do not wait until 

open afternoon, speak to me in the playground or arrange an appointment through the school office. Thank you for taking 

the time to read this letter and a very Happy New Year to you all. 

 

 

Mrs Cross 
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